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Lively antique auctions at galleries
andwarehouses attract bargain hunters
looking for unique finds. »



This brass trumpet in a case is ready
for auction at King Galleries in Roswell.
A sister gallery is Red Baron Antiques.



T here’s a rhythm to everything at an antique auc-
tion. Bidders, auctioneers and staff all have a hur-
ried tempo.On a recent Saturdaymorning at King
Galleries in Roswell, a crowd filed into a ware-
house-like room with chandeliers of gold, iron
and crystal hanging above, clinking in the wind

that blows from the open door. Wool rugs, early 20th century
armchairs, antique bookcases and other furnishings occupy
almost every space.
“Is everybody ready,” the auctioneer asks, as he readies for

the bidding.
As he shouts out items, bidders raise their pink numbered

signs. A blue and white Delftware plate goes for $75, a still-life
painting of fruit for $25. There’s a Persian rug, and green and
gold Bohemian goblets straight out of a fairytale.
King Galleries and other antique auctions nearby provide an

immersive shopping experience and the occasional bargain.
“It’s a very interesting setting as far as commerce goes,” says

owner Susan Brown. “You got all these items, all these differ-
ent types of pieces that come on the block that day, and you
really don’t know what they’re going to bring until that sec-
ond that they sell.”
Susan has worked in the antique business since childhood.

Her father, Bob Brown, owns the famed Red Baron Antiques
in Sandy Springs.
“Since I was born, this is what I have grownupwith andwhat

I have done, so I’m very comfortable with it,” Susan says. “I

know how to tell the difference between a reproduction and
an antique.”
After developing a sense of what people respond to, Brown

openedKingGalleries in 1998 as a joint venturewith RedBaron.
The store is now independent and specializes in European,

particularly French, antiques.
About 150 people filter in and out during an auction day,

another several thousand bidders register online, and a group
of people bid by phone. (The first 30 minutes of the auction
is offline.)
To find bigger antiques, Susan travels to Europe about six

times a year. Red Baron has five buyers — three in Europe and
two in the U.S. — who purchase items every day.
“It’s a fascinating, exciting business,” BobBrown says. “Every

day for me is a treasure hunt. I never know what it’s going to
be. The antique business is a lot like the recycling business.”
During the Saturday auction, Lyle Akens of Jasper, who has

attended King Galleries auctions for 10 years, bought a crystal
bowl and display case.
“They’re fun,” he says. “The prices are pretty reasonable.”
Among another group of bidders, Susie and Walter Altman

of Hahira, purchased a Limoges porcelain espresso set. The
couple is expanding Walter’s architecture firm by opening a
café and gift shop with interior design services, and decorat-
ing the place with antiques.
“Instead of tacky white plates, for almost the same price, we

can serve our clients off Limoges china,” Susie says. »
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Auctioneer Allan Baitcher
solicits bids for a suit of
armor during an auction at
King Galleries in Roswell.
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Opposite, auctioneer Tony Little solicits
bids for a pair of chairs. Five Volkstedt
figurines were also up for auction.

A Lalique vase

insider TIPS
» Before buying at auction,
always prepare. Susan Brown
advises bidders to come into the
gallery before the auction to inspect
the pieces. Bob Brown encourages
people to bring in their own experts
when previewing items. Ask ques-
tions about the item, including about
repairs.
» When King Galleries stock over-
flows with small decorative items,
offline auctions are held on week-
nights. It’s publicized on kinggaller-
iesauction.com, where you can also
sign up for email notifications for
weeknight sales. Prices range from
$5 to $500.

Upcoming auctions
» King Galleries. Nov. 12 and Dec. 3
(auctions held monthly). Price typi-
cally ranges from a few hundred to
a few thousand dollars. 854 Atlanta
St., Roswell. 770-998-1618.
kinggalleriesauction.com
»Red Baron Antiques.
Nov. 19-20. Price typically ranges
from $50 to $750,000. 8655
Roswell Road, Sandy Springs.
770-640-4604. rbantiques.com
»Great Gatsby’s Auction Gallery.
Dec. 3-4 (auctions held every
two months). Price typically rang-
es from $50 to $250,000. 5180
Peachtree Industrial Blvd., Atlanta.
770-457-1903. greatgatsbys.com
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